“Behind the Spots, a look at our members”

This month we asked Betty Cousins of “Lynchpin Knoll Farm” Where COLOR Reins about her Appaloosas.

Here is her response:


Like most of us Baby Boomers that own horses, I grew up with horses. Then came college, marriage, children and careers. I took a break from horses for several years, UNTIL I saw the most gorgeous app colt when he was just born. His dam was an endurance horse {wasn’t interested in That}, his sire a lovely palomino QH, named Peppy Zan Que. As soon as I saw him, I wanted to buy him. His owner told me what she wanted for him,{then I had the heart attack}. I sighed, then told her I couldn’t afford him, but if she would ever consider less for him, let me know. She called me 10 days later, and due to some unpleasantness between the sire and dam owners, she was having to bottle feed him and it was too much trouble.

That afternoon I went over and put him in the back of my Explorer and brought him home. Que’s Quilt AKA “Izzey” {Is he going to have spots or not?} has been with me through thick and thin. 

Although he has Jr and Sr Reining points he was surpassed in the show ring by my other stallion, CR Stock Crash{ 2001 Reserve High Point Appaloosa Reining Champion}.


With retirement in sight in 2000, my husband, Lewis and I decided that if we were going to truly turn our dream of raising horses into a viable business, the horses{and especially the stallions} had to have a job and be marketed. I did my research, and discovered that Reining and Cutting appeared to be the fastest growing interest in the Equine world. So off went Crash, Izzey and River to Reining school. They all did well, with of course Crash doing the best in almost every show.


In November of 2000, my world came crashing down, when Lewis died of a massive heart attack, doing what he loved best, feeding the horses. The past 7 years have been hard, but without my horses, I would not have survived.


Now days, I choose to spend my free time trail riding, instead of showing. 


Three years ago I was introduced to Bob Amos as someone who was an amazing horse trainer. At the time I was looking for someone to start my horses, so I could sell them. Bob had previously owned and showed Apps, so he agreed to help me out. After several successful sales, we were both satisfied with the arrangement. In 2008, he moved his training facility to Lynchpin KNoll Farm and not only trains our horses, occasionally has room for a client or two.


Thank Betty, like our unique Appaloosas, we all have different paths, memories and stories as to how we became Appaloosa lovers and owners.


We hope the future holds many bright “spots” and happy trails for you and Bob.


Look for another “Behind the Spots, a look at our members” next month.


Gerald

